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What this friendship really amounts to was
shown by a remarkable incident in the Session of
1875, which also illustrates a discreditable habit
observed among English politicians of yielding to
violence what they will not yield to justice.
Samuel Plimsoll, a Nonconformist philanthropist
who first entered Parliament in 1868, and was
re-elected in 1874, had for some years been
devoting himself to schemes for protecting the
sailors employed on board merchant ships against
the murderous greed of the shipowners. He dis-
covered that it was a common practice to send out
unseaworthy vessels insured beyond the value of
their cargo with a view to making a profitable
speculation in the highly probable event of their
going down with all hands on board. According
to Plimsoll, rotten old craft were bought up by
regular " ship-knackers " for this nefarious purpose.
Aided in his campaign by large contributions from
the Trade Unions, he introduced more than one Bill
for the protection of the unfortunate sailors by a
system of official inspection. On his failing to
pass a measure for the purpose, popular agitation
compelled the Conservative Government to take it
up in 1875 j but towards the close of the Session
they withdrew their Bill. Plimsoll thereupon made
a violent scene in the House, shaking his fist in the
face of the Ministers, and calling the shipowning
members, to whose hostility he attributed the defeat
of his efforts, "you villains." Disraeli, with great
tact and good temper, let down the exasperated
enthusiast as gently as in the circumstances was
possible. A temporary Act was at once passed,
and something in the way of permanent legislation